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PATIENCE’'S REWARD

THE BIBLE

Luke 8:43-48 a

a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent
all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, Came
behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and
immediately her issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said, Who
touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him
said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest
thou, Who touched me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched
me: for | perceive that virtue is gone out of me. And when the
woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling
down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for
what cause she had touched him, and how she was healed
immediately. And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort:
thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.

Luke 13:11-13

f/And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity
eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift
up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said
unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid
his hands on her; and immediately she was made straight, and
glorified God.

John 5:2-9 (to :)

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is
called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In
these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered,
waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a
certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever
then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made
whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was there,
which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw him
lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he
saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man
answered him, Sir, | have no man, when the water is troubled, to
put me into the pool: but while | am coming, another steppeth down
before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.
And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed,
and walked:

Matt. 13:24-30

fJAnother parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:
But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the
wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of
the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow
good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said
unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him,
Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay;
lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and in the time of

harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares,
and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into
my barn.

Job 2:3 the, 6-10

the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,
that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth
fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy
him without cause.

And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save
his life. JSo went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.
And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat
down among the ashes. {[Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou
still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. But he said unto her,
Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?
In all this did not Job sin with his lips.

| Sam. 26:21-25

fIThen said Saul, | have sinned: return, my son David: for | will no
more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes
this day: behold, | have played the fool, and have erred
exceedingly. And David answered and said, Behold the king's
spear! and let one of the young men come over and fetch it. The
Lord render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness: for
the Lord delivered thee into my hand to-day, but | would not stretch
forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed. And, behold, as thy life
was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my life be much set
by in the eyes of the Lord, and let him deliver me out of all
tribulation. Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son
David: thou shalt both do great things, and also shalt still prevail.
So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.

Heb. 12:1 let
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

SH 4:3,17

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in
grace, expressed in patience, meekness, love, and good deeds. To
keep the commandments of our Master and follow his example, is
our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our
gratitude for all that he has done. Outward worship is not of itself
sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has said:
"If ye love me, keep my commandments."

Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him;
but the longing to be better and holier, expressed in daily
watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of the divine
character, will mould and fashion us anew, until we awake in His
likeness. We reach the Science of Christianity through
demonstration of the divine nature; but in this wicked world
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goodness will "be evil spoken of," and patience must bring
experience.

SH 20:24-21:14

Material belief is slow to acknowledge what the spiritual fact
implies. The truth is the centre of all religion. It commands sure
entrance into the realm of Love. St. Paul wrote, "Let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set before us;" that is, let us put
aside material self and sense, and seek the divine Principle and
Science of all healing.

If Truth is overcoming error in your daily walk and conversation,
you can finally say, "l have fought a good fight . . . | have kept the
faith," because you are a better man. This is having our part in the
at-one-ment with Truth and Love. Christians do not continue to
labor and pray, expecting because of another's goodness,
suffering, and triumph, that they shall reach his harmony and
reward.

If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He
constantly turns away from material sense, and looks towards the
imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in earnest from
the start, and gain a little each day in the right direction, till at last
he finishes his course with joy.

SH 22:11-22

"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for
to this end God worketh with you. "Occupy till | come!" Wait for your
reward, and "be not weary in well doing." If your endeavors are
beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not
back to error, nor become a sluggard in the race.

When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good
you have done, and receive according to your deserving. Love is
not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means that we
shall be tried and purified.

SH 253:32

The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect,” is scientific, and the
human footsteps leading to perfection are indispensable.
Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run, and
not be weary; . . . walk, and not faint," who gain good rapidly and
hold their position, or attain slowly and yield not to discouragement.
God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and
flesh is fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or
being clothed materially before the spiritual facts of existence are
gained step by step, is not legitimate. When we wait patiently on
God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect
mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin
aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem
of being, is doing much.

SH 366:30
If we would open their prison doors for the sick, we must first learn
to bind up the broken-hearted. If we would heal by the Spirit, we

must not hide the talent of spiritual healing under the napkin of its
form, nor bury the morale of Christian Science in the grave-clothes
of its letter. The tender word and Christian encouragement of an
invalid, pitiful patience with his fears and the removal of them, are
better than hecatombs of gushing theories, stereotyped borrowed
speeches, and the doling of arguments, which are but so many
parodies on legitimate Christian Science, aflame with divine Love.

SH 454:18

Love inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right
motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to
speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait
patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind,
and form the perfect concept. Patience must "have her perfect
work."

HYMNS
Hymn 77

God is my strong salvation;

What foe have | to fear?

In darkness and temptation,

My light, my help is near:

Though hosts encamp around me,
Firm in the fight | stand;

What terror can confound me,
With God at my right hand?

Place on the Lord reliance;

My heart, with courage wait;

His truth be thine affiance,

When faint and desolate:

His might thy heart shall strengthen,
His love thy joy increase;

Thy day shall mercy lengthen:

The Lord will give thee peace.

Hymn 234

O Master, let me walk with thee
In lowly paths of service free;
Tell me thy secret; help me bear
The strain of toil, the fret of care.

Help me the slow of heart to move

By some clear winning word of love;
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,
And guide them in the homeward way.

Teach me thy patience; still with thee

In closer, dearer company,

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
In trust that triumphs over wrong.
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In hope that sends a shining ray

Far down the future's broadening way;
In peace that God alone can give,
With thee, O Master, let me live.

Hymn 85

God of Truth, eternal good,

Lift our hearts to revelation,
That Thou mayst be understood,
Thou, the Rock of our salvation;
All Thy love we have for loving,
All Thy truth is ours for proving.

Open now our eyes to see,

As the clouds of sense are riven,
We behold reality,

Know the glory of Thy heaven;

So we seek Thy perfect healing
Through the Truth of Thy revealing.

All the way that we must go

We will take at Thy direction,

Where the floods of trouble flow

Find Thy perfect, calm reflection;

On the path that has no turning,
Patience, courage, meekness learning.
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