
Wednesday Readings 02 Feb 2011: Grace - The operation of divine Love

Acts 20:32

And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build

you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

Gen 15: 1, 5-7

After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I

am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be

able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord; and

he counted it to him for righteousness. And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought thee out

of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.

Gen 17: 1-7

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I

am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant between

me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with

him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many

nations. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a

father of many nations have I made thee. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make

nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me

and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto

thee, and to thy seed after thee.

Rom 4: 1, 3, 13, 16, 18, 20-25

What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?

For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for

righteousness.

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,

through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.

Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the

seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is

the father of us all,

Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to

that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to

God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. And

therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it

was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised

up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for

our justification.

Rom 5: 1, 2

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the

glory of God.

1 Cor 1: 4

I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
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Isa 55: 6, 8-12 (to :)

¶Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

¶For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than

your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither,

but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and

bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto

me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent

it. For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace:

S&H 4: 3

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience,

meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his

example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he

has done. Outward worship is not of itself sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since

he has said: "If ye love me, keep my commandments."

S&H 67: 23-28

Grace and Truth are potent beyond all other means and methods.

The lack of spiritual power in the limited demonstration of popular Christianity does not put to

silence the labor of centuries. Spiritual, not corporeal, consciousness is needed.

S&H 118: 13-16

In their spiritual significance, Science, Theology, and Medicine are means of divine thought, which

include spiritual laws emanating from the invisible and infinite power and grace.

S&H 333: 19-31

Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea,

— the reflection of God, — has come with some measure of power and grace to all prepared to

receive Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and the prophets caught glorious glimpses of the

Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these seers in the divine nature, the essence of Love. The

divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will be inseparable from the divine Principle, God.

Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity thus: "Before Abraham was, I am;" "I and my

Father are one;" "My Father is greater than I." The one Spirit includes all identities.

S&H 70: 12-13

The divine Mind maintains all identities, from a blade of grass to a star, as distinct and eternal.

S&H 14: 9-11

To be "with the Lord" is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely governed by

divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.

Hymn 267

Hymn 267

Emily F. Seal

MOSELEY

Henry Smart

Our God is All-in-all,

His children cannot fear;

See baseless evil fall,
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And know that God is here.

Our God is All; in space

No subtle error creeps;

We see Truth's glowing face,

And Love that never sleeps.

We see creative Mind,

The Principle, the Life;

And Soul and substance find,

But never discord, strife.

O, Perfect and Divine,

We hear Thy loving call,

And seek no earthly shrine

But crown Thee Lord of all.

Hymn 269

Hymn 269

Frederic W. Root

HAYDN

Franz Joseph Haydn

Our God is Love, unchanging Love,

And can we ask for more?

Our prayer for Love's increase is vain;

'Twas infinite before.

Ask not the Lord with breath of praise

For more than we accept;

The open fount is free to all,

God's promises are kept.

Our God is Mind, the perfect Mind,

Intelligence divine;

Shall mortal man ask Him to change

His infinite design?

The heart that yearns for righteousness,

With longing unalloyed,

In such desire sends up a prayer

That ne'er returneth void.

O loving Father, well we know

That words alone are vain,

That those who seek Thy will to do,

The true communion gain.

Then may our deeds our pure desire

For growth in grace express,

That we may know how Love divine

Forever waits to bless.

Hymn 240

Hymn 240
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Benjamin Beddome

Adapted

THATCHER

Arr. from G. F. Haendel

O Spirit, source of light,

Thy grace is unconfined;

Dispel the gloomy shades of night,

Reveal the light of Mind.

Now to our eyes display

The truth Thy words reveal;

Cause us to run the heavenly way,

Delighting in Thy will.

Thy teachings make us know

The mysteries of Thy love;

The vanity of things below,

The joy of things above.
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