Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax February 23rd, 2011

HOME: GOD’S PLACE WITHIN US

THE BIBLE

(New International Version)

Il Sam 1-9, 12-15 (to him), 16-19 (to servant), 22 (to 31 ,), 23-26

After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest
from all his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here |
am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do
it, for the Lord is with you.”

That night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying:

“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the
one to build me a house to dwell in? | have not dwelt in a house from the
day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. | have been moving
from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. Wherever | have moved
with all the Israelites, did | ever say to any of their rulers whom |
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?”

“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: |
took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my
people Israel. | have been with you wherever you have gone, and | have
cut off all your enemies from before you. Now | will make your name great,
like the names of the greatest men of the earth.

When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, | will raise up
your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and |
will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my
Name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | will be his
father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, | will punish him with
the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. But my love will never be
taken away from him

Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne
will be established forever.”

Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.

Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said:

“Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have
brought me this far? And as if this were not enough in your sight,

O Sovereign Lord, you have also spoken about the future of the house of
your servant.

“How great you are, O Sovereign Lord! There is no one like you, and there
is no God but you

And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went
out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself,
and to perform great and awesome wonders by driving out nations and
their gods from before your people, whom you redeemed from Egypt? You
have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you,

O Lord, have become their God.

“And now, Lord God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning
your servant and his house. Do as you promised, so that your name will
be great forever. Then men will say, ‘The Lord Almighty is God over
Israel” And the house of your servant David will be established before
you.

(The King James Version)

Ps 91:1,9-10

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty.

Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most
High, thy habitation; There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling.

Matt 7:12-14 all, 24-29 whosoever

all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so
to them: for this is the law and the prophets. [Enter ye in at the strait gate:
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto
a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. And it came to pass, when
Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his
doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes.

Ps 27:4-5

One thing have | desired of the Lord, that will | seek after; that | may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the
Lord, and to inquire in his temple. For in the time of trouble he shall hide
me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall
set me up upon a rock.

Luke 9:57-58 a, 61-62

a certain man said unto him, Lord, | will follow thee whithersoever thou
goest. And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

And another also said, Lord, | will follow thee; but let me first go bid them
farewell, which are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No
man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.

Ps 90:1-2, 16-17

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children.
And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou the
work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

121:13 we

we have goodness and beauty to gladden the heart; but man, left to the
hypotheses of material sense unexplained by Science, is as the
wandering comet or the desolate star — "a weary searcher for a viewless
home."

SH 65:7-8, 11, 16

If the foundations of human affection are consistent with progress, they
will be strong and enduring.

To gain Christian Science and its harmony, life should be more
metaphysically regarded.

Beholding the world's lack of Christianity and the powerlessness of vows
to make home happy, the human mind will at length demand a higher
affection.

Page 1 of 3



Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax February 23rd, 2011

SH 58:21
Home is the dearest spot on earth, and it should be the centre, though not
the boundary, of the affections.

SH 59:7-8,11

Mutual compromises will often maintain a compact which might otherwise
become unbearable.

Fulfilling the different demands of their united spheres, their sympathies
should blend in sweet confidence and cheer, each partner sustaining the
other, — thus hallowing the union of interests and affections, in which the
heart finds peace and home.

SH 254:27

If you launch your bark upon the ever-agitated but healthful waters of
truth, you will encounter storms. Your good will be evil spoken of. This is
the cross. Take it up and bear it, for through it you win and wear the
crown. Pilgrim on earth, thy home is heaven; stranger, thou art the guest
of God.

SH 587:25
Heaven. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; government by divine Principle;
spirituality; bliss; the atmosphere of Soul.

SH 282:17-18
Truth has no home in error, and error has no foothold in Truth.

SH 16:30-31 Thy (to .)
Thy kingdom come. Thy kingdom is come; Thou art ever-present.

SH 269:21

The testimony of the material senses is neither absolute nor divine. |
therefore plant myself unreservedly on the teachings of Jesus, of his
apostles, of the prophets, and on the testimony of the Science of Mind.
Other foundations there are none. All other systems — systems based
wholly or partly on knowledge gained through the material senses — are
reeds shaken by the wind, not houses built on the rock.

SH 454:4

Teach your students the omnipotence of Truth, which illustrates the
impotence of error. The understanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-
power destroys fear, and plants the feet in the true path, — the path which
leads to the house built without hands "eternal in the heavens." Human
hate has no legitimate mandate and no kingdom. Love is enthroned. That
evil or matter has neither intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of
absolute Christian Science, and this is the great truth which strips all
disguise from error.

SH 516:9

God fashions all things, after His own likeness. Life is reflected in
existence, Truth in truthfulness, God in goodness, which impart their own
peace and permanence. Love, redolent with unselfishness, bathes all in
beauty and light. The grass beneath our feet silently exclaims, "The meek
shall inherit the earth." The modest arbutus sends her sweet breath to
heaven. The great rock gives shadow and shelter. The sunlight glints from
the church-dome, glances into the prison-cell, glides into the sick-
chamber, brightens the flower, beautifies the landscape, blesses the
earth. Man, made in His likeness, possesses and reflects God's dominion
over all the earth. Man and woman as coexistent and eternal with God
forever reflect, in glorified quality, the infinite Father-Mother God.

SH 578:16
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and |
will dwell in the house [the consciousness] of [LOVE] for ever.

HYMNS
Hymn 245

O tender, loving Shepherd,

We long to follow thee,

To follow where thou leadest,
Though rough the path may be;
Though dark and heavy shadows
Enshroud the way with gloom,
We know that Love will guide us,
And safely lead us home.

We know, beloved Shepherd,
The path that thou hast trod
Leads ever out of darkness,

And on and up to God.

If from that path we wander,

And far astray we roam,

O, call us, faithful Shepherd,
And bring us safely home.

Throughout the way, dear Shepherd,
Thy strong hand doth uphold;

The weary ones, at nighffall,

Thou gently dost enfold.

And when to Truth's green pastures
With joy at length we come,

There shall we find, O Shepherd,
Our blest, eternal home.

Hymn 209 (Mother's Evening Prayer, Mary Baker Eddy)

O gentle presence, peace and joy and power;

O Life divine, that owns each waiting hour,

Thou Love that guards the nestling's faltering flight!
Keep Thou my child on upward wing tonight.

Love is our refuge; only with mine eye
Can | behold the snare, the pit, the fall:
His habitation high is here, and nigh,
His arm encircles me, and mine, and all.

O make me glad for every scalding tear,

For hope deferred, ingratitude, disdain!
Wait, and love more for every hate, and fear
No ill, — since God is good, and loss is gain.

Beneath the shadow of His mighty wing;

In that sweet secret of the narrow way,
Seeking and finding, with the angels sing:
"Lo, | am with you alway," — watch and pray.

No snare, no fowler, pestilence or pain;

No night drops down upon the troubled breast,
When heaven's aftersmile earth's tear-drops gain,
And mother finds her home and heav'nly rest.
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Hymn 213

0 God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for time to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight

Are like an evening gone,

Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

0 God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for time to come,

Thou art our guard while ages last,
And our eternal home.
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