Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax March SOTH, 2011

UNCOVERING PRESENT OPPORTUNITY

THE BIBLE

Heb. 13:8-9

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Be not carried
about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the
heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited
them that have been occupied therein.

Gal 6:3 if, 7-9 (to ,)

if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth
himself.

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting. And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we
shall reap,

Gen 37:3, 4, 18, 24, 28, 39:1 and Potiphar, 3-4, 7 (to pass), 7-8 that (to
»), 16, 19-20 when (to prison), 21-22, 41:1 (to dreamed), 15-16, 25, 37-
39,42-43

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the
son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.

And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his
brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them,
they conspired against him to slay him.

And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there
was no water in it.

Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted
up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty
pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt.

and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian,
bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down
thither.

And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all
that he did to prosper in his hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight,
and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that
he had he put into his hand.

fJAnd it came to pass

that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with
me. But he refused,

And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home.

when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him,
saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.
And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison

{But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison
committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.

And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, | have dreamed a dream, and there is
none that can interpret it: and | have heard say of thee, that thou canst
understand a dream to interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh,
saying, Itis notin me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.

f/And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath
shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do.

/And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his
servants. And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as
this is, a man in whom the spirit of God is? And Pharaoh said unto

Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so
discreet and wise as thou art:

And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's
hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about
his neck; And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had;
and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all
the land of Egypt.

John 8:31-32 If
If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Col 3:15 let (to hearts), 16 (to ;),17, 23-24

let the peace of God rule in your hearts

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for
ye serve the Lord Christ.

Matt. 6:33 seek
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.

Matt. 5:8, 5
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

John 4:35

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold,
| say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white
already to harvest.

Ps. 46:1, 10-11 (to ;)

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Be still, and know that | am God: | will be exalted among the heathen, | will
be exalted in the earth. The Lord of hosts is with us;

Ps 23:1
The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH
SH 473:8-10
God is everywhere, and nothing apart from Him is present or has power.

SH 2:23 (to ?), 31-32 3rd God (to ;), 3:9-11 (to ,)

God is Love. Can we ask Him to be more?

God is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;

His work is done, and we have only to avail ourselves of God's rule in
order to receive His blessing,

SH 2:8-11

God is not moved by the breath of praise to do more than He has already
done, nor can the infinite do less than bestow all good, since He is
unchanging wisdom and Love.

SH 3:22-24
Are we really grateful for the good already received? Then we shall avail
ourselves of the blessings we have, and thus be fitted to receive more.
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SH 57:18-19
Happiness is spiritual, born of Truth and Love.

SH 60:24-26, 29-31

An ill-attuned ear calls discord harmony, not appreciating concord. So
physical sense, not discerning the true happiness of being, places it on a
false basis.

Soul has infinite resources with which to bless mankind, and happiness
would be more readily attained and would be more secure in our keeping,
if sought in Soul.

SH 390:7-9
It is our ignorance of God, the divine Principle, which produces apparent
discord, and the right understanding of Him restores harmony.

SH 255:3-6
"Let there be light," is the perpetual demand of Truth and Love, changing
chaos into order and discord into the music of the spheres.

SH 481:3-4
God's being is infinity, freedom, harmony, and boundless bliss.

SH 266:6-15

Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the
time will come when you will be solitary, left without sympathy; but this
seeming vacuum is already filled with divine Love. When this hour of
development comes, even if you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual
Love will force you to accept what best promotes your growth. Friends will
betray and enemies will slander, until the lesson is sufficient to exalt you;
for "man's extremity is God's opportunity.”

SH 405:5-11, 17-18

Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold
hatred in abeyance with kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge
with charity, and to overcome deceit with honesty. Choke these errors in
their early stages, if you would not cherish an army of conspirators against
health, happiness, and success.

"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."

SH vii:1-2
To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings.

SH 260:13

Science reveals the possibility of achieving all good, and sets mortals at
work to discover what God has already done; but distrust of one's ability to
gain the goodness desired and to bring out better and higher results, often
hampers the trial of one's wings and ensures failure at the outset.

SH 250:28

Upon this stage of existence goes on the dance of mortal mind. Mortal
thoughts chase one another like snowflakes, and drift to the ground.
Science reveals Life as not being at the mercy of death, nor will Science
admit that happiness is ever the sport of circumstance.

SH 304:16-18
Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it.
Divine Principle is the Life of man.

SH 458:32-3

Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter to Spirit, as the
flower turns from darkness to light. Man then appropriates those things
which "eye hath not seen nor ear heard."

SH 15:25-30

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but
known to God. Self-forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant
prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not belief, gain the ear
and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite
blessings.

SH 393:12-18

Rise in the strength of Spirit to resist all that is unlike good. God has made
man capable of this, and nothing can vitiate the ability and power divinely
bestowed on man.

Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in
Science man reflects God's government.

SH 571:15-18

At all times and under all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know
thyself, and God will supply the wisdom and the occasion for a victory
over evil.

SH 323:17-18 (to ;)
If "faithful over a few things," we shall be made rulers over many;

SH 578:16
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and |
will dwell in the house [the consciousness] of [LOVE] for ever.

HYMNS
Hymn 342

This is the day the Lord hath made;
Be glad, give thanks, rejoice;
Stand in His presence, unafraid,

In praise lift up your voice.

All perfect gifts are from above,
And all our blessings show

The amplitude of God's dear love
Which every heart may know.

The Lord will hear before we call,
And every need supply;

Good things are freely given to all
Who on His word rely.

We come today to bring Him praise
Not for such gifts alone,

But for the higher, deeper ways

In which His love is shown.

For sin destroyed, for sorrow healed,
For health and peace restored,;

For Life and Love by Truth revealed,
We thank and bless the Lord.

This is the day the Lord hath made,
In praise lift up your voice.

In shining robes of joy arrayed,

Be glad, give thanks, rejoice.
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Hymn 97

He that goeth forth with weeping,
Bearing still the precious seed,
Never tiring, never sleeping,

Soon shall see his toil succeed;
Showers of rain will fall from heaven,
Then the cheering sun will shine;

So shall plenteous fruit be given,
Through an influence all divine.

Sow thy seed, be never weary,

Let not fear thy thoughts employ;
Though the prospect seem most dreary,
Thou shalt reap the fruits of joy:

Lo, the scene of verdure brightening,
See the rising grain appear;

Look again, the fields are whitening,
Harvest time is surely here.

Hymn 65

From glory unto glory,

Be this our joyous song;

From glory unto glory,

'Tis Love that leads us on;

As wider yet and wider,

The rising splendors glow,
What wisdom is revealed to us,
What freedom we may know.

The fullness of His blessing
Encompasseth our way;

The fullness of His promise

Crowns every dawning day;

The fullness of His glory

Is shining from above,

While more and more we learn to know
The fullness of His love.

From glory unto glory,

What great things He hath done,
What wonders He hath shown us,
What triumphs Love hath won.
From glory unto glory,

From strength to strength we go,
While grace for grace abundantly
Doth from His fullness flow.
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