Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax April 6TH, 2011

WHICH RULES DEMAND OBEDIENCE?

THE BIBLE

Deut. 5:1, 6-9 (to :), 11 (to :), 12-14, 16-22

And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the
statutes and judgments which | speak in your ears this day, that ye may
learn them, and keep, and do them.

| am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from
the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods before me. Thou
shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters
beneath the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve
them:

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain:

Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath commanded
thee. Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day
is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant,
nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may rest as
well as thou.

fiHonour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath commanded
thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Neither
shalt thou commit adultery. Neither shalt thou steal. Neither shalt thou
bear false witness against thy neighbour. Neither shalt thou desire thy
neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his field,
or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that
is thy neighbour's. These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly in
the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them
in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.

Deut. 28:1, 11-14

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of
the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which |
command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above
all nations of the earth:

And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body,
and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which
the Lord sware unto thy fathers to give thee. The Lord shall open unto
thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his
season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto
many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. And the Lord shall make thee
the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not
be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy
God, which | command thee this day, to observe and to do them: And thou
shalt not go aside from any of the words which | command thee this day,
to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Col. 3:1-2 seek
seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

Matt. 5:21-22, 27-28, 33-34 (to ;), 37-39, 43-48

{Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill;
and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But | say unto
you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,

shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall
be in danger of hell fire.

1Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
commit adultery: But | say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman
to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
/Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But
| say unto you, Swear not at all;

But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is
more than these cometh of evil. Ye have heard that it hath been said, An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But | say unto you, That ye resist
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the
other also.

[Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and
hate thine enemy. But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye
love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the
publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more
than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

Matt. 22:36-40

Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Isa. 1:19
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:

James 1:22 be, 25 whoso

be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be
blessed in his deed.

James 2:17 faith
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

ICor.13:13
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these
is charity.

Matt. 25:21

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Rom. 8:2 the
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law
of sin and death.
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SCIENCE AND HEALTH

SH 19:29-20:1

Jesus urged the commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods before
me," which may be rendered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal;
thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life, — even God, good.

SH 471:22-472:6, 9-11

Question. — Are doctrines and creeds a benefit to man?

Answer. — The author subscribed to an orthodox creed in early youth,
and tried to adhere to it until she caught the first gleam of that which
interprets God as above mortal sense. This view rebuked human beliefs,
and gave the spiritual import, expressed through Science, of all that
proceeds from the divine Mind. Since then her highest creed has been
divine Science, which, reduced to human apprehension, she has named
Christian Science. This Science teaches man that God is the only Life,
and that this Life is Truth and Love; that God is to be understood, adored,
and demonstrated; that divine Truth casts out suppositional error and
heals the sick.

The way which leads to Christian Science is straight and narrow.
Sickness, sin, and death, being inharmonious, do not originate in God nor
belong to His government. His law, rightly understood, destroys them.

SH 229:19

The so-called law of mortal mind, conjectural and speculative, is made
void by the law of immortal Mind, and false law should be trampled under
foot.

SH 62:24-27 let (to ;)

let no mortal interfere with God's government by thrusting in the laws of
erring, human concepts.

The higher nature of man is not governed by the lower;

SH 26:28-32

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine
Principle of all real being which he taught and practised. His proof of
Christianity was no form or system of religion and worship, but Christian
Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love.

SH 128:4-6
The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and
to His government of the universe, inclusive of man.

SH 98:12
Creeds, doctrines, and human hypotheses do not express Christian
Science; much less can they demonstrate it.

SH viii:3-6 to (to ,)

to reach the heights of Christian Science, man must live in obedience to
its divine Principle. To develop the full might of this Science, the discords
of corporeal sense must yield to the harmony of spiritual sense,

SH 286:1-3
To seek Truth through belief in a human doctrine is not to understand the
infinite.

SH 304:3-5, 9

Itis ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which
hide spiritual beauty and goodness.

This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be
deprived of its manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into

sorrow, for sorrow is not the master of joy; that good can never produce
evil; that matter can never produce mind nor life result in death. The
perfect man — governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and
eternal.

SH 14:9
To be "with the Lord" is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be
absolutely governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.

SH 182:19-22

Obedience to material law prevents full obedience to spiritual law, — the
law which overcomes material conditions and puts matter under the feet of
Mind.

SH 183:21-22, 23

Divine Mind rightly demands man's entire obedience, affection, and
strength.

Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to error
superinduces loss of power.

SH 184:12

Truth, Life, and Love are the only legitimate and eternal demands on man,
and they are spiritual lawgivers, enforcing obedience through divine
statutes.

SH 19:6

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of
Love, the divine Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love
redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and death by the law of Spirit, —
the law of divine Love.

SH 4:28-30 silent
silent prayer, watchfulness, and devout obedience enable us to follow
Jesus' example.

SH 569:6-10 (to ;)

The Scripture, "Thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will make thee
ruler over many," is literally fulfilled, when we are conscious of the
supremacy of Truth, by which the nothingness of error is seen;

HYMNS
Hymn 12

Arise ye people, take your stand,

Cast out your idols from the land,

Above all doctrine, form or creed

Is found the Truth that meets your need.
Christ's promise stands: they that believe
His works shall do, his power receive.

Go forward then, and as ye preach

So let your works confirm your speech,
And prove to all with following sign

The Word of God is power divine.

In love and healing ministry

Show forth the Truth that makes men free.

O Father-Mother God, whose plan
Hath given dominion unto man,
In Thine own image we may see
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Man pure and upright, whole and free.
And ever through our work shall shine
That light whose glory, Lord, is Thine.

Hymn 179

Love one another, — word of revelation;

Love frees from error's thrall, — Love is liberation.
Love's way the Master trod;

He that loves shall walk with God.

Love is the royal way.

Love knows no evil, neither shade of sadness;

Love casts out every fear, lifts the heart to gladness.
Love heals our every ill,

All the law does love fulffill.

Love is our answered prayer.

Love now is dawning over every nation;
Showing true brotherhood, publishing salvation,
Love bids all discord cease.

Conquering hate, enthroning peace,

Love, Love alone is power.

Hymn 371

We lift our hearts in praise,

O God of Life, to Thee,

And would reflect in all our ways
Thy purity.

Thy thoughts our lives enfold,

And free us from all fear;

Al strife is stilled, all grief consoled,
For Thou art here.

We lift our hearts in praise,

O God of Truth, to Thee,

And find within Thy perfect law
Our liberty.

We bless Thy mighty name

In this exalted hour,

And to the world in faith proclaim
Thy healing power.

We lift our hearts in praise,

O God of Love, to Thee,

With joy to find through darkened days
Thy harmony.

O Father-Mother Love,

We triumph 'neath Thy rod,

We glory in Thy light, and prove

That Thou art God.
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