Wednesday Readings, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax May 4”“, 2011

THE ADVENTURE OF LIFE

THE BIBLE

Rom. 6:4 walk
walk in newness of life.

Deut. 31:8
And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will
not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.

Prov 3:6-10

In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. {Be not
wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. It shall be
health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. Honour the Lord with thy
substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

Luke 5:37-38 No man

no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the
bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be
put into new bottles; and both are preserved.

Isa. 43:2

When thou passest through the waters, | will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

Ps 46:1-3 (to .), 7 (to .), 8 (to Lord)

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore
will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and
be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the Lord

John 14:1-4, 12-16, 26-27 the

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In
my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told
you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there
ye may be also. And whither | go ye know, and the way ye know.

Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that | do
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because | go
unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my
name, | will do it. If ye love me, keep my commandments. And | will pray
the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever;

the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you. Peace | leave with you,
my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

Ex. 13:21-22 1st the

the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the
way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and
night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire
by night, from before the people.

John 21:3-6, 12

Simon Peter saith unto them, | go a-fishing. They say unto him, We also
go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and
that night they caught nothing. But when the morning was now come,
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.
Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered
him, No. And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship,
and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw
it for the multitude of fishes.

Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst
ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

Ps. 119:93
[ will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me.

John 6:63
It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that |
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

Jer 18:1-6

The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, Arise, and go
down to the potter's house, and there | will cause thee to hear my words.
Then | went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work
on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the
hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good
to the potter to make it. Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, O
house of Israel, cannot | do with you as this potter? saith the Lord. Behold,
as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of
Israel.

Il Cor. 3:5-6

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves;
but our sufficiency is of God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the
new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but
the spirit giveth life.

Prov. 4:18 1st the
the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day.

Heb. 12:1-2 1st let (to ;)

let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

SH 410:4-7

"This is life eternal," says Jesus, — is, not shall be; and then he defines
everlasting life as a present knowledge of his Father and of himself, — the
knowledge of Love, Truth, and Life.

SH 305:22

In the illusion of life that is here to-day and gone to-morrow, man would be
wholly mortal, were it not that Love, the divine Principle that obtains in
divine Science, destroys all error and brings immortality to light. Because
man is the reflection of his Maker, he is not subject to birth, growth,
maturity, decay. These mortal dreams are of human origin, not divine.
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SH 246:27-31

Life is eternal. We should find this out, and begin the demonstration
thereof. Life and goodness are immortal. Let us then shape our views of
existence into loveliness, freshness, and continuity, rather than into age
and blight.

SH 24:11-13
He to whom "the arm of the Lord" is revealed will believe our report, and
rise into newness of life with regeneration.

SH 240:14-21, 22-24

Mind is perpetual motion. Its symbol is the sphere. The rotations and
revolutions of the universe of Mind go on eternally.

Mortals move onward towards good or evil as time glides on. If mortals
are not progressive, past failures will be repeated until all wrong work is
effaced or rectified.

If at present content with idleness, we must become dissatisfied with it.

SH 128:4-11, 14-16

The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and
to His government of the universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows
that business men and cultured scholars have found that Christian
Science enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their
perception of character, gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness
and an ability to exceed their ordinary capacity.

A knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent abilities and
possibilities of man.

SH 454:18

Love inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives
give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to speech and action.
Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for divine Love to
move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept.
Patience must "have her perfect work."

SH 74:29-30
In Christian Science there is never a retrograde step, never a return to
positions outgrown.

SH 162:9
The effect of this Science is to stir the human mind to a change of base,
on which it may yield to the harmony of the divine Mind.

SH vii:1-4, 13-17

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings.
The wakeful shepherd beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh
the full radiance of a risen day.

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-
honored systems, knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the
past and the cold conventionality of materialism are crumbling away.

SH 248:13-31 (to 1st,)

We are all sculptors, working at various forms, moulding and chiseling
thought. What is the model before mortal mind? Is it imperfection, joy,
sorrow, sin, suffering? Have you accepted the mortal model? Are you
reproducing it? Then you are haunted in your work by vicious sculptors
and hideous forms. Do you not hear from all mankind of the imperfect
model? The world is holding it before your gaze continually. The result is
that you are liable to follow those lower patterns, limit your life-work, and

adopt into your experience the angular outline and deformity of matter
models.

To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then
walk that way. We must form perfect models in thought and look at them
continually, or we shall never carve them out in grand and noble lives. Let
unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, love — the
kingdom of heaven — reign within us,

SH 496:9

We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself: Am | living the life that
approaches the supreme good? Am | demonstrating the healing power of
Truth and Love? If so, then the way will grow brighter "unto the perfect
day." Your fruits will prove what the understanding of God brings to man.
Hold perpetually this thought, — that it is the spiritual idea, the Holy Ghost
and Christ, which enables you to demonstrate, with scientific certainty, the
rule of healing, based upon its divine Principle, Love, underlying,
overlying, and encompassing all true being.

SH 299:11-12, 9-11

Angels are God's representatives.

With white fingers they point upward to a new and glorified trust, to higher
ideals of life and its joys.

SH 249:6-10

Let us feel the divine energy of Spirit, bringing us into newness of life and
recognizing no mortal nor material power as able to destroy. Let us rejoice
that we are subject to the divine "powers that be." Such is the true
Science of being.

SH 538:4 (to 2nd ,)
Truth is a two-edged sword, guarding and guiding.

SH 444:10
Step by step will those who trust Him find that "God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble."

SH 191:8-13

As a material, theoretical life-basis is found to be a misapprehension of
existence, the spiritual and divine Principle of man dawns upon human
thought, and leads it to "where the young child was," — even to the birth
of a new-old idea, to the spiritual sense of being and of what Life includes.

HYMNS
Hymn 218

O Life that maketh all things new,

The blooming earth, the thoughts of men;
Our pilgrim feet, wet with Thy dew,

In gladness hither turn again.

From hand to hand the greeting flows,
From eye to eye the signals run,

From heart to heart the bright hope glows,
The seekers of the Light are one:

One in the freedom of the truth,
One in the joy of paths untrod,

One in the heart's perennial youth,
One in the larger thought of God; —
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The freer step, the fuller breath,

The wide horizon's grander view;

The sense of Life that knows no death, —
The Life that maketh all things new.

Hymn 148

In heavenly Love abiding,

No change my heart shall fear;
And safe is such confiding,

For nothing changes here.

The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid;

But God is round about me,
And can | be dismayed?

Wherever He may guide me,
No want shall turn me back;
My Shepherd is beside me,
And nothing can | lack.

His wisdom ever waketh,

His sight is never dim;

He knows the way He taketh,
And | will walk with Him.

Green pastures are before me,
Which yet | have not seen;

Bright skies will soon be o'er me,
Where darkest clouds have been.
My hope | cannot measure,

My path in life is free;

My Father has my treasure,

And He will walk with me.

Hymn 2

A glorious day is dawning,
And o'er the waking earth

The heralds of the morning
Are springing into birth.

In dark and hidden places
There shines the blessed light;
The beam of Truth displaces
The darkness of the night.

The advocates of error
Foresee the glorious morn,
And hear in shrinking terror,
The watchword of reform:

It rings from hill and valley,
It breaks oppression's chain.
A thousand freemen rally,
And swell the mighty strain.

The watchword has been spoken,
The light has broken forth,

Far shines the blessed token
Upon the startled earth.

To hearts and homes benighted
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The blessed Truth is given,

And peace and love, united,
Point upward unto heaven.
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