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CHURCH: RADICAL HOSPITALITY & EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 
THE BIBLE 
 
Luke 7:36-48 
¶And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he 
went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a 
woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, And 
stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with 
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, 
and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had 
bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a 
prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that 
toucheth him: for she is a sinner. And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 
There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five 
hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he 
frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him 
most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave 
most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to 
the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into 
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed 
my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou 
gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not 
ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this 
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, 
Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom 
little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins are 
forgiven. 
 
Rom 14:12-14 every, 15:5-7 
every one of us shall give account of himself to God. Let us not therefore 
judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a 
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. I know, and am 
persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to 
him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 
Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be like-minded one 
toward another according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one mind and 
one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory 
of God. 
 
Matt. 19:19 love 
love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
I Pet. 4:9-10 
Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every man hath 
received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
 
Matt 9:2, 5-7 
And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: 
and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of 
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 
For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, 
and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy 
bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house. 
 

Ps. 86:5 thou 
thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all 
them that call upon thee. 
 
II Cor. 9:6-8, 15 
But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according 
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work: 
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
 
Matt. 5:16 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
Matt. 10:8 
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye 
have received, freely give. 
 
Matt 25:40 Verily 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
 
John 5:17 My 
My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 
 
Ps. 95:6 
O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our 
maker.  
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH 
 
SH 364:8-19 
Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of 
the Pharisee or the contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus 
answered by rebuking self-righteousness and declaring the absolution of 
the penitent. He even said that this poor woman had done what his rich 
entertainer had neglected to do, — wash and anoint his guest's feet, a 
special sign of Oriental courtesy. 
Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the 
needs of this age. Do Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the 
Saviour, through material conservatism and for personal homage? 
 
SH 28:1-3, 6-12 (to outgrown) 
The Pharisees claimed to know and to teach the divine will, but they only 
hindered the success of Jesus' mission. Even many of his students stood 
in his way. The determination to hold Spirit in the grasp of matter is the 
persecutor of Truth and Love. 
While respecting all that is good in the Church or out of it, one's 
consecration to Christ is more on the ground of demonstration than of 
profession. In conscience, we cannot hold to beliefs outgrown 
 
SH 366:30-367:16 
If we would open their prison doors for the sick, we must first learn to bind 
up the broken-hearted. If we would heal by the Spirit, we must not hide the 
talent of spiritual healing under the napkin of its form, nor bury the morale 
of Christian Science in the grave-clothes of its letter. The tender word and 
Christian encouragement of an invalid, pitiful patience with his fears and 
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the removal of them, are better than hecatombs of gushing theories, 
stereotyped borrowed speeches, and the doling of arguments, which are 
but so many parodies on legitimate Christian Science, aflame with divine 
Love. 
This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not "for the loaves and 
fishes," nor, like the Pharisee, with the arrogance of rank and display of 
scholarship, but like Mary Magdalene, from the summit of devout 
consecration, with the oil of gladness and the perfume of gratitude, with 
tears of repentance and with those hairs all numbered by the Father. 
 
SH 497:9-11 We 
We acknowledge God's forgiveness of sin in the destruction of sin and the 
spiritual understanding that casts out evil as unreal. 
 
SH 4:3-5 
What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, 
expressed in patience, meekness, love, and good deeds. 
 
SH 234:9 
We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard 
against false beliefs as watchfully as we bar our doors against the 
approach of thieves and murderers. We should love our enemies and help 
them on the basis of the Golden Rule; but avoid casting pearls before 
those who trample them under foot, thereby robbing both themselves and 
others. 
 
53:25 (to .), 54:1-5 Through, 8 (to ?), 22-26 
Jesus bore our sins in his body. 
Through the magnitude of his human life, he demonstrated the divine Life. 
Out of the amplitude of his pure affection, he defined Love. With the 
affluence of Truth, he vanquished error. 
Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? 
There adhered to him only a few unpretentious friends, whose religion 
was something more than a name. It was so vital, that it enabled them to 
understand the Nazarene and to share the glory of eternal life. 
 
SH 33:27-34:17 
Christians, are you drinking his cup? Have you shared the blood of the 
New Covenant, the persecutions which attend a new and higher 
understanding of God? If not, can you then say that you have 
commemorated Jesus in his cup? Are all who eat bread and drink wine in 
memory of Jesus willing truly to drink his cup, take his cross, and leave all 
for the Christ-principle? Then why ascribe this inspiration to a dead rite, 
instead of showing, by casting out error and making the body "holy, 
acceptable unto God," that Truth has come to the understanding? If 
Christ, Truth, has come to us in demonstration, no other commemoration 
is requisite, for demonstration is Immanuel, or God with us; and if a friend 
be with us, why need we memorials of that friend? 
If all who ever partook of the sacrament had really commemorated the 
sufferings of Jesus and drunk of his cup, they would have revolutionized 
the world. If all who seek his commemoration through material symbols 
will take up the cross, heal the sick, cast out evils, and preach Christ, or 
Truth, to the poor, — the receptive thought, — they will bring in the 
millennium. 
 
SH 142:18 
As in Jesus' time, so to-day, tyranny and pride need to be whipped out of 
the temple, and humility and divine Science to be welcomed in. The strong 
cords of scientific demonstration, as twisted and wielded by Jesus, are still 

needed to purge the temples of their vain traffic in worldly worship and to 
make them meet dwelling-places for the Most High. 
 
SH 583:12-18 (to Science) 
Church. The structure of Truth and Love; whatever rests upon and 
proceeds from divine Principle. 
The Church is that institution, which affords proof of its utility and is found 
elevating the race, rousing the dormant understanding from material 
beliefs to the apprehension of spiritual ideas and the demonstration of 
divine Science 
 
SH 518:13 
God gives the lesser idea of Himself for a link to the greater, and in return, 
the higher always protects the lower. The rich in spirit help the poor in one 
grand brotherhood, all having the same Principle, or Father; and blessed 
is that man who seeth his brother's need and supplieth it, seeking his own 
in another's good. Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality, 
and goodness, which shine through all as the blossom shines through the 
bud. All the varied expressions of God reflect health, holiness, immortality 
— infinite Life, Truth, and Love. 
 
SH 57:22-24 
Human affection is not poured forth vainly, even though it meet no return. 
Love enriches the nature, enlarging, purifying, and elevating it. 
 
SH 79:31-80:3 
Giving does not impoverish us in the service of our Maker, neither does 
withholding enrich us. We have strength in proportion to our apprehension 
of the truth, and our strength is not lessened by giving utterance to truth. 
 
SH 57:18 
Happiness is spiritual, born of Truth and Love. It is unselfish; therefore it 
cannot exist alone, but requires all mankind to share it. 
 
HYMNS 
 
Hymn 109 
 
Here, O God, Thy healing presence 
Lifts our thoughts from self and sin, 
Fills with light their hidden places, 
When Thy love is welcomed in. 
Here Thy tender sweet persuasions 
Turn us home to heavenly ways, 
While our hearts, unsealed, adoring, 
Pour the fragrance of Thy praise. 
 
Reverent lives unveil Thy beauty, 
Faithful witness bear of Thee; 
Binding up the broken-hearted, 
We reflect Thy radiancy. 
So may deeper consecration 
Show Thee forth in healing's sign, 
Till through joyful self-surrender 
We in Love's pure likeness shine. 
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Hymn 163 
 
Jesus, what precept is like thine: 
Forgive, as ye would be forgiven; 
If heeded, O what power divine 
Would then transform our earth to heaven. 
 
So from our hearts must ever flow 
A love that will all wrong outweigh; 
Our lips must only blessings know, 
And wrath and sin shall die away. 
 
For it is Mind's most holy plan 
To bring the wanderer back by love; 
Then let us win our brother man, 
And glorify our God above. 
 
Hymn 82 
 
God is working His purpose out 
As year succeeds to year, 
God is working His purpose out 
And the time is drawing near; 
Nearer and nearer draws the time, 
The time that shall surely be, 
When the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of God 
As the waters cover the sea. 
 
What can we do to work God's work, 
To prosper and increase 
The brotherhood of all mankind, 
The reign of the Prince of Peace? 
What can we do to hasten the time, 
The time that shall surely be, 
When the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of God 
As the waters cover the sea? 
 
March we forth in the strength of God 
With the banner of Christ unfurled, 
That the light of the glorious Gospel of truth 
May shine throughout the world; 
Fight we the fight with sorrow and sin, 
To set their captives free, 
That the earth may be filled with 
the glory of God 
As the waters cover the sea. 
 


