Marriage - 22 June 2011

Hymns 108,297,

Heb. 13:4 (to ,)

Marriage is honourable in all,

Num. 30:1-3 (to 2nd ,),6-7 if, 14-16 if (to daughter)

And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, This is
the thing which the Lord hath commanded. If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath
to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that
proceedeth out of his mouth. If a woman also vow a vow unto the Lord, and bind herself by a
bond,

if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought out of her lips, wherewith she
bound her soul; And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it:
then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall stand.

if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he establisheth all her vows,
or all her bonds, which are upon her: he confirmeth them, because he held his peace at her in the
day that he heard them. But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them;
then he shall bear her iniquity. These are the statutes, which the Lord commanded Moses,
between a man and his wife, between the father and his daughter

Matt. 21:12 (to 1st temple);22:23 (to Sadducees), 24-27,28 (to ?),29-30

fAnd Jesus went into the temple

IThe same day came to him the Sadducees

Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife,
and raise up seed unto his brother. Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, when he
had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother: Likewise the
second also, and the third, unto the seventh. And last of all the woman died also.

Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven?

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.
For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God
in heaven.

SH 64:17-65:8

Marriage should signify a union of hearts. Furthermore, the time cometh of which Jesus spake,
when he declared that in the resurrection there should be no more marrying nor giving in
marriage, but man would be as the angels. Then shall Soul rejoice in its own, in which passion
has no part. Then white-robed purity will unite in one person masculine wisdom and feminine
love, spiritual understanding and perpetual peace.

Until it is learned that God is the Father of all, marriage will continue. Let not mortals permit a
disregard of law which might lead to a worse state of society than now exists. Honesty and virtue
ensure the stability of the marriage covenant. Spirit will ultimately claim its own, — all that
really is, — and the voices of physical sense will be forever hushed.

Experience should be the school of virtue, and human happiness should proceed from man's
highest nature. May Christ, Truth, be present at every bridal altar to turn the water into wine and
to give to human life an inspiration by which man's spiritual and eternal existence may be
discerned.



If the foundations of human affection are consistent with progress, they will be strong and
enduring.

SH 56:7

Marriage is the legal and moral provision for generation among human kind. Until the spiritual
creation is discerned intact, is apprehended and understood, and His kingdom is come as in the
vision of the Apocalypse, — where the corporeal sense of creation was cast out, and its spiritual
sense was revealed from heaven, — marriage will continue, subject to such moral regulations as
will secure increasing virtue.

SH 57:4,18-24

Union of the masculine and feminine qualities constitutes completeness. The masculine mind
reaches a higher tone through certain elements of the feminine, while the feminine mind gains
courage and strength through masculine qualities. These different elements conjoin naturally
with each other, and their true harmony is in spiritual oneness. Both sexes should be loving, pure,
tender, and strong. The attraction between native qualities will be perpetual only as it is pure and
true, bringing sweet seasons of renewal like the returning spring.

Happiness is spiritual, born of Truth and Love. It is unselfish; therefore it cannot exist alone, but
requires all mankind to share it.

Human affection is not poured forth vainly, even though it meet no return. Love enriches the
nature, enlarging, purifying, and elevating it.

SH 58:5-7,31-59:8; 59:11

Ill-arranged notes produce discord. Tones of the human mind may be different, but they should
be concordant in order to blend properly.

"She that is married careth . . . how she may please her husband,"” says the Bible; and this is the
pleasantest thing to do. Matrimony should never be entered into without a full recognition of its
enduring obligations on both sides. There should be the most tender solicitude for each other's
happiness, and mutual attention and approbation should wait on all the years of married life.

Mutual compromises will often maintain a compact which might otherwise become unbearable.
Fulfilling the different demands of their united spheres, their sympathies should blend in sweet
confidence and cheer, each partner sustaining the other, — thus hallowing the union of interests
and affections, in which the heart finds peace and home.

SH 60:16-18,29-61:2

Marriage should improve the human species, becoming a barrier against vice, a protection to
woman, strength to man, and a centre for the affections.



Soul has infinite resources with which to bless mankind, and happiness would be more readily
attained and would be more secure in our keeping, if sought in Soul. Higher enjoyments alone
can satisfy the cravings of immortal man. We cannot circumscribe happiness within the limits of
personal sense.

SH 61:30-31
The scientific morale of marriage is spiritual unity.
SH 65:25

Matrimony, which was once a fixed fact among us, must lose its present slippery footing, and
man must find permanence and peace in a more spiritual adherence.

SH 69:9

Thus it is that the real, ideal man appears in proportion as the false and material disappears. No
longer to marry or to be "given in marriage™ neither closes man's continuity nor his sense of
increasing number in God's infinite plan. Spiritually to understand that there is but one creator,
God, unfolds all creation, confirms the Scriptures, brings the sweet assurance of no parting, no
pain, and of man deathless and perfect and eternal.

SH 572:19-21;573:3-5,13-17
In Revelation xxi. 1 we read: —

And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was

The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye cannot see, —
that which is invisible to the uninspired thought.

Accompanying this scientific consciousness was another revelation, even the declaration from
heaven, supreme harmony, that God, the divine Principle of harmony, is ever with men, and they
are His people.

574:5-9,27-575:3

He writes, in Revelation xxi. 9: —

And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

The very circumstance, which your suffering sense deems wrathful and afflictive, Love can
make an angel entertained unawares. Then thought gently whispers: "Come hither! Arise from



your false consciousness into the true sense of Love, and behold the Lamb's wife, — Love
wedded to its own spiritual idea.”

SH 561:10 The

The Revelator saw also the spiritual ideal as a woman clothed in light, a bride coming down from
heaven, wedded to the Lamb of Love. To John, "the bride" and "the Lamb™ represented the
correlation of divine Principle and spiritual idea, God and His Christ, bringing harmony to earth.

SH577:4

The Lamb's wife presents the unity of male and female as no longer two wedded individuals, but
as two individual natures in one; and this compounded spiritual individuality reflects God as
Father-Mother, not as a corporeal being. In this divinely united spiritual consciousness, there is
no impediment to eternal bliss, — to the perfectibility of God's creation.

SH 517:8-24

The ideal man corresponds to creation, to intelligence, and to Truth. The ideal woman
corresponds to Life and to Love. In divine Science, we have not as much authority for
considering God masculine, as we have for considering Him feminine, for Love imparts the
clearest idea of Deity.

The world believes in many persons; but if God is personal, there is but one person, because
there is but one God. His personality can only be reflected, not transmitted. God has countless
ideas, and they all have one Principle and parentage. The only proper symbol of God as person is
Mind's infinite ideal. What is this ideal? Who shall behold it? This ideal is God's own image,
spiritual and infinite. Even eternity can never reveal the whole of God, since there is no limit to
infinitude or to its reflections.

SH 516:21

Man and woman as coexistent and eternal with God forever reflect, in glorified quality, the
infinite Father-Mother God.

Hymn 126
Hymn 126
Joseph Swain
Adapted

BALLERMA
Spanish Melody



How sweet, how heavenly is the sight,
When those who love the Lord

In one another's peace delight,

And so fulfill His word,;

When, free from envy, scorn, and pride,
Our wishes all above,

Each can his brother's failings hide,
And show a brother's love.

Let love, in one delightful stream,
Through every bosom flow;

And union sweet, and dear esteem
In every action glow.

Love is the golden chain that binds
The hearts that faithful prove;

And he's an heir of heaven who finds
His bosom glow with love.

Hymn 108

Hymn 108
Horatius Bonar*

TOULON
Genevan Psalter, 1551

Here, O my Lord, I'd see Thee face to face;
Here would | touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand th' eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Here would | feed upon the bread of God;
Here drink anew the royal wine of heaven;
Here would | lay aside each earthly load,

Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

And as we rise, the symbols disappear;

The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here,
Nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by;
Yet passing, points to the glad feast above,



Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb's great bridal feast of bliss and love.

Hymn 266

Hymn 266
Attributed to Thomas Cotterill
Adapted

MARTYRDOM
Hugh Wilson

Our God is Love, and all His sons
His image bear, we know;

The heart with love to God inspired,
With love to man will glow.

Teach us to love each other, Lord,
As we are loved by Thee;

None who are truly born of God
Can live in enmity.

Heirs of the same immortal bliss,
Our hopes and aims the same,

In bonds of love our hearts unite,
To praise His holy name.

So may we all with one accord

Learn how true Christians love;
And glorify our Father's grace,

And seek that grace to prove.
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