Honesty Is Important for Prayer to
Be Effective

Rom. 12:17 Provide
Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
Rom. 12:1-16

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For |
say, through the grace given unto me, to
every man that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think;
but to think soberly, according as God hath
dealt to every man the measure of faith. For
as we have many members in one body, and
all members have not the same office: So
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another. Having
then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us
prophesy according to the proportion of
faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;
Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that
giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth
mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be
without dissimulation. Abhor that which is
evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honour preferring one another; Not
slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving
the Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in
tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
Distributing to the necessity of saints; given
to hospitality. Bless them which persecute
you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them

that do rejoice, and weep with them that
weep. Be of the same mind one toward
another. Mind not high things, but
condescend to men of low estate. Be not
wise in your own conceits.

Luke 8:4 when,5-7,8 (t0 .),9,11 the,12-15

when much people were gathered together,
and were come to him out of every city, he
spake by a parable:

A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he
sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was
trodden down, and the fowls of the air
devoured it. And some fell upon a rock; and
as soon as it was sprung up, it withered
away, because it lacked moisture. And some
fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up
with it, and choked it.

And other fell on good ground, and sprang
up, and bare fruit an hundredfold.

fIAnd his disciples asked him, saying, What
might this parable be?

the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God.

Those by the way side are they that hear;
then cometh the devil, and taketh away the
word out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved. They on the rock are
they, which, when they hear, receive the
word with joy; and these have no root,
which for a while believe, and in time of
temptation fall away. And that which fell
among thorns are they, which, when they
have heard, go forth, and are choked with
cares and riches and pleasures of this life,
and bring no fruit to perfection. But that on
the good ground are they, which in an
honest and good heart, having heard the
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience.

Phil. 4:1 my,4-8



my brethren dearly beloved and longed for,
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord,
my dearly beloved.

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again | say,
Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto
all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus. Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things.

Heb. 13:18 we have
we have a good conscience, in all things
willing to live honestly.

SH 272:3-7 (to )

The spiritual sense of truth must be gained
before Truth can be understood. This sense
is assimilated only as we are honest,
unselfish, loving, and meek. In the soil of an
"honest and good heart" the seed must be
sown; else it beareth not much fruit,

SH 2:1-22

What are the motives for prayer? Do we
pray to make ourselves better or to benefit
those who hear us, to enlighten the infinite
or to be heard of men? Are we benefited by
praying? Yes, the desire which goes forth
hungering after righteousness is blessed of
our Father, and it does not return unto us
void.

God is not moved by the breath of praise to
do more than He has already done, nor can

the infinite do less than bestow all good,
since He is unchanging wisdom and Love.
We can do more for ourselves by humble
fervent petitions, but the All-loving does not
grant them simply on the ground of lip-
service, for He already knows all.

Prayer cannot change the Science of being,
but it tends to bring us into harmony with it.
Goodness attains the demonstration of
Truth. A request that God will save us is not
all that is required. The mere habit of
pleading with the divine Mind, as one pleads
with a human being, perpetuates the belief in
God as humanly circumscribed, — an error
which impedes spiritual growth.

SH 446:18

A wrong motive involves defeat. In the
Science of Mind-healing, it is imperative to
be honest, for victory rests on the side of
immutable right. To understand God
strengthens hope, enthrones faith in Truth,
and verifies Jesus' word: "Lo, | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world."

SH 453:16 Dishonesty

Dishonesty is human weakness, which
forfeits divine help. You uncover sin, not in
order to injure, but in order to bless the
corporeal man; and a right motive has its
reward. Hidden sin is spiritual wickedness in
high places. The masquerader in this
Science thanks God that there is no evil, yet
serves evil in the name of good.

SH 9:5

The test of all prayer lies in the answer to
these questions: Do we love our neighbor
better because of this asking? Do we pursue
the old selfishness, satisfied with having
prayed for something better, though we give
no evidence of the sincerity of our requests



by living consistently with our prayer? If
selfishness has given place to kindness, we
shall regard our neighbor unselfishly, and
bless them that curse us; but we shall never
meet this great duty simply by asking that it
may be done. There is a cross to be taken up
before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope
and faith.

SH 464:23

The weapons of bigotry, ignorance, envy,
fall before an honest heart. Adulterating
Christian Science, makes it void. Falsity has
no foundation. "The hireling fleeth, because
he is an hireling, and careth not for the
sheep." Neither dishonesty nor ignorance
ever founded, nor can they overthrow a
scientific system of ethics.

SH 138:27-139:2

Our Master said to every follower: "Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature! . . . Heal the sick! . .. Love
thy neighbor as thyself!" It was this theology
of Jesus which healed the sick and the
sinning. It is his theology in this book and
the spiritual meaning of this theology, which
heals the sick and causes the wicked to
"forsake his way, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts."

SH 13:14-17 (to 2nd ,)

Even if prayer is sincere, God knows our
need before we tell Him or our fellow-
beings about it. If we cherish the desire
honestly and silently and humbly, God will
bless it,

SH 453:16 (only)

Honesty is spiritual power.

Hymn 102
Florence L. Heywood

CROSS OF JESUS
John Stainer

Hear our prayer, O gracious Father,
Author of celestial good,

That Thy laws so pure and holy
May be better understood.

Armed with faith, may we press onward,
Knowing nothing but Thy will;
Conquering every storm of error

With the sweet words: Peace, be still.

Like the star of Bethlehem shining,
Love will guide us all the way,
From the depths of error's darkness
Into Truth's eternal day.

Hymn 194
Samuel Greenwood

CONTEMPLATION
Arr. from L. van Beethoven

No mortal sense can still or stay
The flight of silent prayer,
Unceasing, voiceless, heart desire
That seeks God everywhere.

The heart's own longing lifts it high
Where words can never reach,
Though human lips may never form
That glory into speech.

The voices that are worldly wise,
With mortal modes in tune,

Are mute in that transcendent hour
When God and man commune.

Hymn 284
James Montgomery*



BEATITUDO
John B. Dykes

Prayer is the heart's sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed;

The motion of a hidden fire

That trembles in the breast.

Prayer is the simplest form of speech
That infant lips can try;

And prayer's sublimest strain doth reach
The Majesty on high.

Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air:

His watchword, overcoming death:
He enters heaven with prayer.



